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Architectural Review Board 
 
The Architectural Review Board (ARB) consists of 3 or more Board members who are 
appointed by the Board. The ARB shall regulate the exterior design, appearance, use, 
location, and maintenance of the property. The ARB will review submissions and make 
decisions using its best judgment to preserve compatibility with the character and 
appearance of the community. 
 
The ARB will publish a list of standards and post them on the Herb River Bluff HOA Website 
under the ARB Request & Guidelines tab, which will expedite the approval process for the 
ARB review. If the standard is not adopted by the homeowner, then the approval or 
disapproval can take up to 30 days provided all requested information is submitted, or as 
long as 60 days should additional information be required. It will be the homeowner’s 
responsibility to provide all additionally requested information in a timely manner.  If a 
homeowner proceeds with an improvement without submitting the request and receiving 
written or electronic approval from the ARB, he or she risks the potential of redoing or 
removing the improvement. 
 
Below the Board has categorized specific Rules and Regulations, into four categories: 
General Rules and Regulations; Items not permitted; Items permitted but not requiring ARB 
approval; Items that require ARB approval; and finally, Enforcement of these Rules and 
Regulations. For any item not listed below the homeowner should default to the ARB or 
Board for clarification and approval. 
 

General Rules and Regulations 
 
Firearms and Fireworks – Regulations are to be followed as dictated and governed by the 
local municipalities. 
 
Garage Doors – Garage doors must remain completely open or completely closed at all 
times. 
 
Holiday Decorations - All holiday decorations, including lighting, not limited to New Year’s 
Day, St. Patrick’s Day, Easter, Cinco de Mayo, Memorial Day, Juneteenth, Independence Day, 
Labor Day, Halloween, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas, and Kwanzaa 
should be considered temporary and may not be installed prior to thirty (30) days before the 
holiday and must be removed within fifteen (15) days after the holiday.  The exception to this 
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is Memorial Day and 4th of July, when decorations may not be installed prior to seven (7) days 
before these holidays and must be removed within seven (7) days after these holidays. 
Consideration of neighbors should be exercised when decorating for any occasion and 
decorations may not include any audio that can be heard beyond the limits of the lot. 
 
Home Businesses – Home business occupations are permitted provided such businesses 
are undetectable from the street by sight, sound, odor, or noise. The following must also 
apply: 

1.  The use shall operate in its entirety within the dwelling unit and only by the person   
residing in the dwelling.  
2.  The use shall not have a separate entrance.  
3.  The operator shall not display any external evidence of the operation of the home 
business.  
4.  The users shall not exclusively utilize more than 20% of the gross square floor area. 
5.  The home business shall clearly be incidental and secondary to the use of the 
dwelling or of the neighborhood.  
6.  A business license must be acquired if it is required by the municipalities and the 
business must meet zoning and business requirements. 

 
Pets – Pet owners or visitors are required to follow the regulations dictated and governed by 
the Chatham County Animal Ordinances. These ordinances can be found on the Chatham 
County Animal Services website and are primarily included under Chapter 22. They cover 
but are not limited to Vaccinations and Registrations, Disposal of Dog Excrement, Owners 
Control of the Pet, and Humane Treatment of Pets. Any homeowner or visitor found in 
violation of these Ordinances will be assessed the fines as defined in these rules and 
regulations. 
 
Homeowners are strongly discouraged from using retractable leashes with their pets.  
Concerns exist regarding safety for the owner, pet, or anyone in the surrounding area; injuries 
could result because of the very narrow leash.  Concerns also exist regarding the owner’s 
ability to get proper control of his or her pet should the animal run into the middle of the 
street or make uninvited contract with other dogs or people.   
 
Retention Ponds and Bodies of Water – All boats, rafts, or sailing craft are expressly 
prohibited. All Retention Ponds are declared “no swimming” areas. Due to the steep banks, 
parents are required to maintain constant supervision of their children.  
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Signs – Residents are permitted to display one (1) professional sign which promotes the 
aesthetic harmony of the neighborhood. No offensive or disrespectful signs are permitted. 
Any “For Sale” or “Open House” sign shall be a standard size no larger than 24” by 30”. Any 
“For Rent” or “For Lease” sign may be placed in a window ONLY and must be no greater than 
12” x 18”. Any election or political sign is to be no greater than 18” x 24” and is to be placed 
in the front yard no earlier than seven (7) days prior to election day and removed within three 
(3) days after election day. All other signs are to be no greater than 18” x 24”.   Although 
Security Alarm System signs are permitted, most signs are prohibited, including Commercial 
Enterprise, Interior or Exterior Contractor, Service or Maintenance Company, Personal 
Property or Garage Sale Signs (unless for an HOA sponsored Community Sale), any signs on 
Common Areas (Except HOA Signage), Lost Pets, Rewards, etc. signs. Placement of signs 
and notices on fences, trees, and other objects are prohibited. Signs placed in the yard grass 
area are to be removed by the homeowner no later than the evening prior to the regular 
landscape mowing day and can be reinstalled after the landscape crew has completed its 
work, except for signposts that have been installed and cannot be easily removed, such as 
specific types of “For Sale” signs.  The Board reserves the right to periodically place signs in 
the common space for the benefit of the community. 
 
Trash Containers and Recycle Bins – All trash and recycling bins, refuse, lumber, yard waste 
and other bulk materials shall be either stored in the garage or behind an appropriate 
screened area to not be visible to any neighbors or the street.  All trash and recycle bins are 
to be placed out for collection no sooner than 24 hours prior to collection day and must be 
removed no later than 24 hours after collection has been completed. 
 
Vandalism – Any vandal destroying improvements located in common areas within the 
community will be fully prosecuted. Homeowners are responsible for any vandalism 
committed by their family members, invitees, and guests and shall be subject to the cost for 
repairs and a fine equal to the cost of repairs to reimburse the association. In addition, if a 
reward is paid for information leading to an arrest, that reward must also be reimbursed. 
 
Vehicles and Parking – Control of parking is essential to maintain the aesthetics of the 
community and to ensure emergency vehicle access. Vehicles must be parked in driveways 
or garages and while daytime parking on the street is discouraged, it may be done only on a 
temporary basis and may not exceed eight (8) hours per day. No overnight street parking is 
permitted. Homeowners are encouraged to collaborate with their neighbors to park in 
unused driveway parking spaces if required.   Parking for more than 30 minutes in the mailbox 
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parking spaces is prohibited.  These spaces are intended for the use of the USPS and 
homeowners to access the mailboxes. 
 
Vehicles shall not be parked in such a way that it presents a safety hazard and cannot impede 
emergency vehicle access to the community. Examples are vehicles parked on both sides of 
the street directly across from each other, vehicles parked on any curved portion of the 
street, parking that impedes access to driveways, mailboxes, or fire hydrants. Recreational 
vehicles such as motorcycles that are not street legal, mini-bikes, go-carts, golf carts, 
mopeds, and motorized scooters, 4 wheelers, commercial vehicles, or any other type of 
recreational equipment must be parked in garaged areas. Commercial vehicles are defined 
as vehicles with company logos, wraps, vehicles with wording or pictures on the outside, 
vehicles displaying roof racks or obvious additions used for a specific purpose. Vehicles with 
more than 6 tires are prohibited except for delivery or maintenance vehicles, requiring short 
trips within the community. Boats, towed trailer units, or motor homes shall be parked or 
stored in a garage except on a temporary basis not to exceed 3 days in a 7-day period. 
Discharge from any engines, motors, drive trains, and holding tanks shall not be allowed into 
the street, storm drain, or sanitary sewer drain. Vehicles cannot be maintained, repaired, 
serviced, rebuilt, or dismantled on any lot except within the confines of the garage. This does 
not prevent a vehicle from being washed or waxed in the driveway of any lot. Blocks, jacks, 
or any items used to prop or prevent movement of vehicles are prohibited. Car covers that 
are designed specifically for this purpose may be used if maintained in good condition. Tarps 
may not be used to cover vehicles. 
 
Wood Storage – Storage of fireplace logs must be neatly stacked and stored in such a way 
that it is not visible to any neighbors or the street. Wood storage must not be in an area to 
block any existing drainage pattern on the lot. 
 

Not Permitted Items 
 
Carports and Sheds – No structure, shed, tent, shack, carport, garage, barn, or other 
outbuilding shall be erected, either temporarily or permanently. For homeowners who may 
use PODs, or POD-like containers to move into or out of a home, that container must be 
removed within 5 days. If additional time is required, the homeowner shall obtain HOA Board 
approval.  
 
Clotheslines – Clotheslines are not permitted. Fences or porch railings shall not be used as 
clotheslines. 
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Flowerboxes on Windows – No flowerboxes are permitted on the front windows. 
 
Freestanding Flagpoles – Flagpoles that are freestanding are prohibited. 
 
House Numbers – House numbers installed by the builder must be maintained; no 
alternatives/changes are to be made. 
 
Painting (Exterior) – Repainting of any exterior portion of the house must remain the original 
color. 
 
Ponds – No ponds are permitted, except for those required by the Association to ensure 
proper water retention. 
 
Wells – No wells are permitted. This does not prevent the Association from keeping a well 
for landscape purposes. 
 

Items that Do Not Require ARB Approval 
 
Antennas and Satellite Dishes – Satellite dishes are limited to eighteen (18) inches in 
diameter and one (1) dish per home site. They must be placed on the back or sides of the 
home and shall not be placed on the front of anyone’s home. Antennas and satellite dishes 
may only be mounted on the roof or on a pole in the backyard or rear of the house. 
 
Basketball Hoops and Backboards – Portable basketball hoops are permitted in the 
homeowner’s driveway while actively being used but must be removed and stored from sight 
after use.  
 
Birdhouse or Birdfeeders – Birdhouses and birdfeeders are permitted when installed in the 
back yard. 
 
Doghouses – Doghouses are restricted to sixteen (16) square feet and must be in a fully 
fenced backyard. Doghouses must be situated at ground level and must not be visible above 
the fence or from the street. Dogs may not be tethered unattended, and the owner must 
adhere to the Chatham County Animal Ordinances previously referenced. 
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Flagpoles – Flagpoles attached to the front of the house are permitted if the length of the 
pole does not exceed 6 ft. Flags shall not be tattered or faded. No political, offensive, or 
disrespectful flags are permitted. 
 

Items Requiring ARB Approval 
 

Drainage Devices – All drainage devices, (such as French drains, drain grates, drain inlets, 
underground drainage, etc.) must be approved by the ARB.  Every owner is required to 
maintain the grading upon his or her lot and any modification impeding the flow of water is 
prohibited. 
 
Fences – All fencing which includes but is not limited to height, location, color, material, and 
style, must be approved by the ARB. Installed fencing shall not encroach upon any common 
area, buffer zones, or neighbors’ property. 
 
Fountains – All fountains, whether requested for the front or back yard, require ARB 
approval. 
 
Garage Door Interior Rolling Screens – Require ARB approval. 
 
Landscaping – All landscaping which is visible must either adhere to the published 
Landscape Standards, which are published on the Herb River Bluff HOA Website, under the 
ARB Request & Guidelines tab, or be approved by the ARB. Homeowners are encouraged to 
also use the Landscape Standards or request review from the ARB for any landscaping that 
is not visible, to ensure that no impact on the community’s drainage plan are compromised 
and the landscape fits well with the aesthetics of the community. Eighty (80) percent of the 
lot area, exclusive of the portion occupied by the house, original driveway, and original 
concrete decking, shall be covered by live vegetation. Gravel, mulch, and similar materials 
shall not be considered live vegetation. No artificial plants, flowers, or rubber mulch shall be 
part of the landscaping.  Homeowners are responsible for using their best efforts to keep and 
maintain attractive, healthy, live, and growing conditions for all grass, shrubs, trees, etc. Any 
landscape that was originally installed by the builder that requires removal and 
replacement, must be replaced with a planting that is listed on the published Landscape 
Standards, or through an approved ARB request.  
 
Lighting – Removal and replacement of exterior lighting installed by the builder is prohibited. 
Landscape lighting may be installed if it is indirect and of an intensity that will not 
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unreasonably disturb the neighbors or neighboring lots. Additional exterior lighting beyond 
landscape must be approved by the ARB.  
 
Patio Furniture – All permanent patio furniture in the front or side of the home must have 
ARB approval. Temporary patio furniture is permissible but must be removed daily. 
Permanent patio furniture must not be installed in the landscaped or grass area.  
 
Pools and Spas – Above ground pools are not permitted. All other pools and spas must be 
approved by the ARB. Equipment must be located so that it is not immediately visible to 
adjacent property owners and provides a buffering, such as landscaping, fencing or other 
means to minimize any noise factors.  Installation must be done in a manner as to not disrupt 
the drainage plans of the community. 
 
Recreational Equipment – All permanently installed exterior recreational equipment 
including but not limited to play yards (swing sets, slides, tree houses, trampolines, etc.) 
must have ARB approval. The maximum height of the equipment shall not exceed nine (9) 
feet, with the exception of equipment that the HOA installs in the common areas.  
Recreational equipment shall be placed so that it is not visible from the street and the 
homeowner must have the property fully fenced prior to the equipment installation.  No 
permanent equipment installed for children’s recreational use shall be installed or placed 
within the front or side yard of any lot or in any easement or common area adjacent to a lot. 
 
Residential Structures – All structural changes, including but not limited to all 
expansions/additions, replacement of windows, exterior doors, garage doors, exterior 
painting, or additional exterior lighting (see lighting) must be approved by the ARB.  
 
Solar Panels - Due to the typical size of the installation of solar panels, they must be 
installed on the back of the home and not be visible from the street or any neighbor’s 
property if they are to meet ARB approval.   
 

Enforcement of Rules and Regulations 
 

All Association Rules and Regulations and all rules set forth in the Community Covenants 
and Restrictions shall be vigorously enforced by the Association, its members, the Board of 
Directors, and the Managing Agent, and all committees of the Association. Board Members 
and the Managing Agent will do periodic inspections of the community and record violations 
to be reviewed by the Board of Directors. Homeowners shall be notified in writing of the 
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alleged violation and said violation must be corrected immediately unless additional time is 
given according to the violation notice. Violations must be corrected and maintained to avoid 
additional violations for an offense of the same type. Immediate correction of any violation 
does not relieve the owner of a fine incurred. Fines will be assessed according to the 
structure below. A homeowner’s voting rights may be suspended or limited in addition to 
fines being levied. 
 
First Offense: Written letter of warning. Notice to homeowner describing nature of alleged 
violation. 
 
Second Offense:  $ 100.00 fine for same type violation, to be added as additional HOA fees. 
Unpaid fines are collectible in the same manner as unpaid monthly assessments and may 
result in a lien on an owner’s unit. 
 
Third Offense and Subsequent Notice of Violation:  The HOA may choose to fix or repair 
the problem at the homeowner’s expense or impose a $ 175.00 fine for the same type of 
violation to be added as additional HOA fees. Unpaid fines are collectible in the same 
manner as unpaid monthly assessments and may result in a lien on a homeowner’s unit. 
 
After receiving the first violation, if a homeowner feels that he or she is not in violation as 
described, the homeowner must contact the HOA immediately. If an agreement cannot be 
met at that time, the homeowner may request the opportunity to be heard at the next 
scheduled meeting of the ARB board, at which time the homeowner will be able to make a 
case as to why he or she does not feel they were in violation as described in the Rules and 
Regulations. 
 
Homeowners may be required to remove any exterior improvement (at their expense) which 
did not receive ARB approval. 
 
A violation by a rental tenant or guest shall be treated as a violation by the homeowner. The 
homeowner shall receive the letters cited above via first class mail which shall specify the 
violation committed by his or her tenant. 
 
Rules and Regulations may be amended, repealed, and adopted from time to time by the 
Board of Directors. Notification of rules changes will be emailed and posted on the Herb 
River Bluff website for homeowners 30 days prior to the rule change’s effective date. 
 


